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Life with Asperger’s syndrome
Hampshire County Council asked Virtual Friends if they were
interested in helping interview people for a new post. The job was
‘commissioning officer for autism’, and the person who got the job
would be developing services for people with autism in Hampshire.

Richard and Marie from Virtual Friends agreed to take part, and
were supported by Jackie to come up with questions beforehand.
The interviews were on 6 October in Eastleigh, and they had an
early start as they had to be there for 9am. They travelled to
Eastleigh with Jackie, and were also supported by Dan from
Hampshire County Council on the day.

Richard and Marie said

“We were quite surprised to be asked and it was nice as it was
unexpected. It was interesting to see the process and how the
decision is made about employing people. We were pleased with
the answers the 4 candidates gave us. They were honest and
open which we didn’t expect. 2 of the candidates were less
daunted by us and 2 were looking quite nervous — they seemed
surprised that we were not as they expected.

“We gave our feedback to the other panel which was a good idea
as we got to explain our views properly. They took our views into
account and were surprised by our findings. We were definitely
listened to. It was nice to be asked about something that is going
to have a fundamental effect on our lives.

“There could have been a bit more lunch as they only catered for 3
and there were 4 of us. They have now sorted out our expenses
and payment for doing the interview but not straight away, it took a
month. We have asked who got the job but haven’'t been told yet.
This is disappointing as we made the effort and Marie took the
time off work. We put ourselves out and feel like they haven't
returned the favour.

We feel that this was a good experience, and they really wanted us
to be part of it as it will be affecting our lives.”

The newly appointed commissioning officer will be visiting
Speakeasy soon to find out more about advocacy and the issues
that affect people with autism in our area.
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