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The Speakeasy Advocacy Christmas Party

A great success, everyone had a good time and
enjoyed the food, music and being with their
friends.
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Speakeasy Advocacy News

gl

=== Funding news
We have received 2 new amount s of money from the following
organisations:
Lloyds TSB Trust have given us money for a part time paid
advocate for 2 years to work with people who find it difficult
to get learning disability services

Hampshire Learning Disability Partnership Board have given
us some money to work with people living with older carers, so
that they are supported to make decisions about their futures

Advocacy qualification

Hampshire Advocacy Regional Group (HARG) have been
awarded the tender by the Department of Health to write
some of the new national advocacy qualification. Amanda from
Speakeasy is helping to write the part of the course on the
advocacy relationship.

Trustee s meeting

At the most recent meeting in February, the trustees made
decisions about how we sp end our money, and if we should do a
new project.

3
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k@ Coffee mornings

These will continue on the 1 ** Saturday of every month from
10am & 1pm with our volunteers Colin, Janice and Maureen
helping out.
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Meet the staff team
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Amanda Kent & Project Ma nger

Amanda works full time supporting the staff team, leads on funding and
spends time meeting with other local and national organisations.  She is
also a director of Hampshire Advocacy Regional Group (HARG).
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Debbie Ruppenthal & Children and Young People 6 s Advocat e
Debbie works 21 hours week providing 1:1 advocacy for children and young
peopl e with autism and Aspergerds syndr ome,
helps run Internet Explorers, and supports the group volunteers.

P
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ﬁJaekie Elmer 0o Self Advocacy Wor ker

Jackie works full time to support the 3 adult self advocacy groups we
have at Speakeasy Advocacy and the Friday Network. She also provides
1:1 support for group members, and supports the group volunteers.

LA
{ "Lynda Awan 9 Advocate
Lynda works 28 hours wee k, and provides 1:1 advocacy support to people
i n crisis i ncl udtehgiplefordearpimgelisabillyo ar end
services. She also supports Paul and Ken in their work with Loddon
Alliance, and supports some volunteer advocates .

&Ruth Jewell & Office Manager

Ruth works 15 hours a week and co -ordinates the recruitment, training
and support of all our volunteers, as well as managing the accounts and
payroll systems.

/
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Sarah Hawden & Advocacy Worker
Sarah works 14 hours a week sup porting the Friday Net work, and helps
members to have a Person Centred Plan.
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Self advocacy groups
Self advocacy = speaking up for yourself

e
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Wicked and Wacky

‘ Everyone enjoyed the Christmas events. 19 of our group
went to the Litton Tree pub for a Christmas lunch.

@We have completed consultations on housing, benefits, and
Valuing People Now, which is the new government paper on
people with learning disabilities.

@Our prices for drinks and biscuits have gone up to help pay
for things we need at Speakeasy.

@ We will star t meeting at different places like bowling and
the library in the next few months

Happy Club

~ Happy club are thinking of ways to raise money for the
children they sponsor in Gambia.

=

== A new agenda has now gone out to every member
including the coffee morning dates

@ Happy club have also increased their prices for drinks and
snhacks.
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Y Friday Network

“***\We held a Christmas party with a disco, karaoke, singing
competition and fancy dress.
Everyone helped to organise it and helped cle ar up afterwards.
R AR
We have taken part in some workshops which
included hygiene, healthy eating and communication. These
were run by people from the health team.

People have applied for jobs at the network; Jobs
include working in the kitchen, assist ing group sessions,
welcoming and signing people in and out.

20 29

Sarah is running P erson Centred Planning sessions
every week - lots of people are taking part and some have

W.T.C.S Supported E mployment Agency will be running

some sessions on work preparation, including looking for jobs |,

applying for jobs, interview prepara
%)

.-m There will some r elationship workshops run by the Health

Team from April .

decisions about small tems we need to buy. Julie is writing and
producing the minutes so everyone knows what was discussed.

Get in touch if you want to know more about the
groups
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Working with parents  who have a learning
disability
Lynda, our Advocacy Caseworker, is currently working with 13
parents with learning disabilities. All of the parents have
either been or are going through care proceedings in the
courts, because social services are concerned about how they
care for their child ren.

0This can be a very difficult time f
with learning disabilities often find it harder than others.
Things they find difficult include:
@ o
¥'Having |l ots of different oprofe

them parent their child. This includes having assessments on
them, their partner and family.

Attending large meetings with different
professionals , who talk about them, their past and their child.
They have never met some of the people who attend the
meeting (like the police or school nurs e). These people have a
vote on if they think you are a good parent or not.

Being given lots of long reports to read about them and
their family. The reports often talk about all the things they
do wrong, and not the things they do well

Going to court afew times (usually in Portsmouth) can
be very confusing. Recent changes to legal aid are making it
harder to find local solicitors. The time solicitors can spend

with the parent is also limited. 0
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